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Catholic High School for its extraordinary vic-
tory. My wife Vicki joins me in offering our 
best wishes to the school and its talented ath-
letes for their continued success. 
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HONORING LANDON BONNIEPAUL 
VERNON 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 12, 2013 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the remarkable life of Mr. 
Landon Bonniepaul Vernon. A loving son, 
brother, husband, father, grandfather and 
friend, Mr. Vernon was exemplary in his famil-
ial devotion, entrepreneurial spirit and commu-
nity pride. With his passing on March 5, 2013 
we are reminded of his life’s journey and the 
joyful legacy he inspired. 

Born in Franklinton, Louisiana on August 26, 
1936, Landon was the third of six boys born 
to Sherman Vernon and Sara Crawford. The 
family relocated to California in the early 
1940s, settling in Oakland, where Landon at-
tended local schools and played high school 
and college basketball. 

Mr. Vernon married his high school sweet-
heart and the love of his life, Barbara 
McKellar-Vernon, and together they raised 
three children, Landon Carl, Wayne and Dar-
lene. An avid businessman and entrepreneur, 
Mr. Vernon started a janitorial service as early 
as high school. Over the years, he also 
worked in a variety of roles at stalwart Bay 
Area businesses like Aerojet, Wonder Bread, 
The National Association of Home Builders 
and Oakland’s Outreach Development Pro-
gram. 

Yet, Mr. Vernon also continued to achieve 
his dream of entrepreneurial success while be-
coming co-owner and co-manager of several 
Bay Area clubs, including Celebrity Club, Con-
sultants Lounge, Bird Kage, Dock of the Bay, 
Old Golden, Bosn’s Locker and Nick’s Lounge. 
Many of these locales were African American 
cultural institutions that contributed to the im-
portant legacy of Black- and minority-owned 
small businesses in the East Bay. Mr. Vernon 
was also the owner of the vending machine 
company LV Rentals. 

In addition to Mr. Vernon’s commitment to 
his business ventures, he was an avid sports 
buff who supported East Bay athletic organiza-
tions and cofounded the Bird Kage Golf Tour-
nament. As a member of the ‘‘Sportsmen Club 
All Stars’’ basketball team, Mr. Vernon played 
with the likes of Wilt ‘‘The Stilt’’ Chamberlain, 
Charlie Hardy, Don Barksdale, Richard White-
hurst and Harold Theus. His enthusiasm in 
supporting athletic and business communities 
of color undoubtedly helped to pave the way 
for more organizations to follow. 

In addition to this community activity, Mr. 
Vernon loved to travel. He was especially fond 
of visiting extended family and friends back in 
Louisiana and making sure that the bonds of 
family and friendship were always strong. 
Fishing was also one of his favorite pastimes 
for relaxation, and he often noted that if all 
mankind could fish, the world would recognize 
and want that kind of peace every day. His life 
was truly one that was ‘‘well-lived and well- 
loved,’’ and his memory is a testament to the 
benefits of forming and sustaining meaningful 

relationships with others. Furthermore, Landon 
was a personal friend who I met in the early 
1970s. He was fun, smart and extremely kind 
to my family. We are deeply grateful for his 
friendship. 

Today, California’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes and honors Mr. Landon 
Bonniepaul Vernon. His vibrant spirit and 
sense of fellowship will continue to guide oth-
ers to connect with their communities and 
loved ones for years to come. I offer my sin-
cerest condolences to Landon’s surviving fam-
ily and to the many friends and associates 
whose lives he touched over the course of his 
incredible life. He will be deeply missed. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SRIRAM 
HATHWAR 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 12, 2013 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Sriram Hathwar, a resident of Painted 
Post, New York. Sriram, a seventh-grader at 
the Corning Alternative School for Math and 
Science, placed third in this year’s Scripps Na-
tional Spelling Bee. This thirteen-year-old 
stands as a representative of the bright young 
minds of the 23rd Congressional District of 
New York. 

The Scripps National Spelling Bee is the na-
tion’s largest and longest-running educational 
promotion, with the purpose of helping stu-
dents build the foundations for English lan-
guage skills they will use all their lives. Only 
281 spellers out of 11 million won regional 
bees to advance to the national level, and 
Sriram rose up through the ranks to place in 
the top three. He has competed at the national 
level four times, and his performance this year 
has placed him at his highest ranking thus far. 
Sriram has not taken his eye off the prize, 
though, as he plans to compete in the bee 
again next year, his final year of eligibility. 

I am proud to have students like Sriram in 
my district. His accomplishments show the 
brilliance set to come forth from this district in 
the future, and I am honored to recognize him 
today. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 30TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF LOAVES AND 
FISHES 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 12, 2013 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor Sacramento’s Loaves 
and Fishes homeless shelter, and congratulate 
them as they celebrate their 30th anniversary. 
I ask all my colleagues to join me in honoring 
this organization. 

Founded in 1983, Loaves and Fishes has 
been serving the Sacramento area by pro-
viding food, shelter, and social services for the 
area’s homeless. They are a haven of safety, 
sustenance, and shelter for the men, women 
and children that seek their assistance. To-
day’s ‘‘30 Years of Food, Warmth, and a Path 
Home’’ celebration has been dedicated to the 

hard work of Loaves and Fishes’ countless 
volunteers. 

Loaves and Fishes, led by Sister Libby 
Fernandez and a committed Board of Direc-
tors, has shown compassion and devotion to 
meeting the needs of the homeless and indi-
gent in the greater Sacramento area. They 
place the dignity of each person that they 
serve at the forefront of their efforts and strive 
to meet the needs of each person that walks 
in their doors. To fulfill its mission of compas-
sion, Loaves and Fishes relies on financial 
support from a number of private donations 
and church groups. 

Mr. Speaker, I hereby recognize Loaves and 
Fishes for their continued service to the home-
less men, women, and children of the Greater 
Sacramento area. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring this organization and wishing 
them continued success as they endeavor to 
serve Sacramento’s homeless. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE LAKE-
WOOD FOUNDATION AND THE 
2013 NATIONAL INTERCOLLE-
GIATE WHEELCHAIR BASKET-
BALL ASSOCIATION TOUR-
NAMENT 

HON. SPENCER BACHUS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 12, 2013 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, it is the privilege 
of the State of Alabama and the City of 
Homewood to be the site of the renowned 
Lakeshore Foundation, a center whose focus 
on personal fitness and competitive athletics 
has benefited countless individuals with phys-
ical disabilities throughout my state, our coun-
try, and the world. 

Lakeshore started as a hospital dedicated to 
treating the national scourge of tuberculosis in 
the 1920s. In 1984, it became fully focused on 
its current mission: to provide rehabilitative 
recreational and sports programs to improve 
the lives of people with disabilities. At Lake-
shore, the connection between physical activ-
ity, from basic fitness to competitive athletics, 
and emotional restoration is understood and 
nurtured. 

The world-class athletic facilities at Lake-
shore Foundation are used by individuals of all 
ages, from young children to senior citizens. It 
is a training location for the U.S. Paralympic 
Team. After 9/11, it created a special program 
called ‘‘Lima Foxtrot’’ to help courageous 
wounded warriors recover their physical skills 
after severe injury. 

Most recently, Lakeshore Foundation and 
the University of Alabama at Birmingham have 
formed the UAB/Lakeshore Research Collabo-
rative. The joint effort between Lakeshore and 
UAB is a world-class research program in re-
habilitative science. The collaborative links 
Lakeshore’s extraordinary programs for people 
with physically disabling conditions with UAB’s 
research expertise. 

A special event took place from March 7 
through March 9 of this year when Lakeshore 
Foundation teamed with the University of Ala-
bama and the National Wheelchair Basketball 
Association (NWBA) to successfully host the 
National Intercollegiate Wheelchair Basketball 
Association Tournament. The University of 
Alabama is known for having one of the top 
adaptive athletic programs in the nation. 
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